
SPRINT Associate Membership
Applicant’s Briefing

10th June 2021 @ 4pm

Professor Martin Barstow – Principal Investigator, SPRINT
Martine Harvey – Acting Head of the SPRINT Programme

Lisa Finch – SPRINT Programme Executive
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Applicant’s Briefing

• SPRINT will record the webinar and 
make this publically available 

• Expected duration 16:00 – 17:00
• No participant’s list will be 

distributed
• Questions can be asked using the 

Zoom chat facility or by e-mail via 
info@sprint.ac.uk

• The Associate Membership 
documentation on the website takes 
precedence over anything stated 
during this briefing.

• This briefing will not contain all the 
information required by applicants. 
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SPRINT is a £7 million programme which supports SME 
growth in the UK by developing technologies, data and 
expertise in the area of space

The Programme provides SMEs with:

• Access to funded collaboration: to a wide range of University expertise and 
facilities in order to innovate and accelerate the development of novel products and 
services.

• A network: to interact with organisations such as prime contractors, funders, 
business support organisations and the investment community in order to 
accelerate commercial exploitation.

SPRINT Programme overview
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Frances Clarke – University of Southampton Martine Harvey – The Open University Ian James – University of Surrey

Carmine Maffei – University of Leicester
Kristina Tamane-Laing – University of 
Edinburgh Dr Stephen Wright – University of Leicester

Innovation Advisers
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Who is SPRINT funding for?

SMEs in the space-
enabled sectors 

designing products and 
services that utilise data 
from space (e.g. satellite 

imagery, navigation 
signals, 

telecommunications)

SMEs designing products 
and services for non-
space or non-space-
enabled applications 

where implementation of 
space expertise could 

provide a market edge in 
the space and non-space 

sectors

SMEs in the space sector 
designing products and 
services for utilisation in 

space (satellites, 
payloads, access to 

space, operations etc…)

Any SME registered in 
the UK is eligible for 
SPRINT support

SME must be R&D 
active (or become R&D 
active) in the UK

SME must have strong 
R&D roadmap and 
business growth plan in 
place

Eligibility

SPACE-ENABLED OTHER SECTORSSPACE SECTOR
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What can SPRINT offer to SMEs?

People

Facilities

Training

Business Support

Intellectual Property

https://www.sprint.ac.uk/capabilities
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How do SPRINT projects work?

at least 40%

60% max

SME
(self funded)

University
(SPRINT funds –

up to £50k)

• SPRINT part-funds COLLABORATIVE 
projects though an innovation voucher 
scheme

• Innovation Vouchers fund the SPRINT 
university’s costs in delivering the project

• The SME covers their own costs in 
delivering the project 

• The SME uses the outputs of the project to 
accelerate their BUSINESS GROWTH
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Collaborating SMEs

and more…

https://www.sprint.ac.uk/business-partners

https://www.sprint.ac.uk/business-partners
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Project Examples

Body Rocket was formed in 2018 as a start-up company with a small team of passionate cyclists and 
technologists. Its focus is on developing real-time aerodynamic drag measurement products for the 
sports industry, helping to make athletes and cyclists faster through improved aerodynamics.

Through the SPRINT programme, Body Rocket gained funded access to collaborate with the University 
of Southampton on the testing and validation of its new, real-time aerodynamic drag meter

Redshift Associates is a start-up that works on the development of algorithms from large-
scale databases of shipping operations enabling pollution and carbon emissions to be 
determined from shipping underway or in harbour, either retrospectively or in real time. 

Advanced analytic solutions and modelling techniques were developed in collaboration with 
The University of Leicester to automatically obtain operational information on shipping 
location and movement from remote sensing data.

Innovative air pollution service 

Improving aerodynamics for faster cycling
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SPRINT to date



sprint.ac.ukContact Us

THANK YOU
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Via 
e-

mail
martine.harvey@
open.ac.uk

On 
the 
web

sprint.ac.uk

linkedin.com/
company/
sprintnetwork

twitter.com/
sprintforspace



About the SPRINT Associate Membership

• Associate Membership is a new route through which universities can 
join the existing network and benefit from growing collaborative 
partnerships with industry to improve the provision of space-related 
knowledge exchange across the UK. 

• SPRINT is expecting to invite up to eight (8) HEIs to become Associate 
Members for a 1-year period (1st July 2021 to 30th June 2022). 

• Completed applications are due by Friday 25th June at 12 noon.
• The full application and information pack is available here 
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https://www.sprint.ac.uk/sprint-associate-membership


SPRINT Associate Membership Timeline

Deadline Date Deadline Time Application Stage

10th June 2021 16:00 Applicant’s briefing telecon

25th June 2021 12:00 noon Full application due

Membership Collaboration Agreement 
Signed

- Associate Membership period starts

info@sprint.ac.uk 16



Benefits
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Funding for KE Activities

• Innovation Voucher Scheme (www.sprint.ac.uk/sprint-guide)
• Funds collaborative projects that enable UK SMEs to 

accelerate the development of products and services to 
market

• Strategic Commercialisation Partnerships (SCPs)
• SCPs will focus on the commercialisation of intellectual property from within the 

SPRINT HEI partner network and/or the acceleration-to-market of existing 
company-owned IP

• Seraphim Space Camp Fellowship
• Access to Seraphim Space Camp commercialisation workshops run by investors
• Opportunities to apply for a Space Camp Fellowship

info@sprint.ac.uk 18

SPRINT Associate Membership is open to all 
UK Higher Education Institutes. SPRINT 
receives funding from multiple sources and 
each difference source may impose different 
eligibility criteria for recipients. At the time 
of publication, SPRINT’s current sole funder 
is Research England therefore; SPRINT 
project funding is currently only available 
for those HEIs registered in England.

http://www.sprint.ac.uk/sprint-guide


Additional Associate Membership Benefits

• Access to the National SPRINT Innovation 
Adviser network and SPRINT business 
community

• An opportunity to engage in fully-funded 
knowledge exchange activities in 
collaboration with businesses within the 
SPRINT business community - supported by 
a National SPRINT Innovation Manager 

• Promotion of capabilities 
(www.sprint.ac.uk/capabilities) and 
expertise (www.sprint.ac.uk/experts) both 
on the website and across the SPRINT 
marketing and communications channels

• Sharing of knowledge exchange best 
practice in the space sector

• Channels to contribute to future SPRINT-
led funding proposals and other 
collaboration opportunities

• Associate membership of a high-profile 
and well-regarded organisation that is 
embedded within the UK space innovation 
ecosystem
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Eligibility and Assessment

info@sprint.ac.uk 20



Eligibility – HEIs to demonstrate:

• The critical mass of academic expertise 
and research facilities (if appropriate) in 
areas of relevance to the UK space sector
in at least one of the following strategic growth 
areas:
 Earth information 
 Connectivity 
 In-space robotics 
 Low cost access to space 

or in areas of the space value chain or relevant 
enabling technologies currently underserved by 
SPRINT Founding Members 
(www.sprint.ac.uk/capabilities )

info@sprint.ac.uk 21
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Assessment Criteria

• How does your HEI Knowledge Exchange 
strategy, expertise, facilities and 
collaborative approach add value to the 
programme?

• What evidence is there to show that your 
HEI is well practiced in driving research 
collaboration and values innovation? 

• What areas of alignment does your HEI 
have with the UK space sector strategy?

• Is your HEI location not yet represented 
in SPRINT? Or do you work with 
companies in areas that are not yet 
represented?

• How do your HEI’s research and facilities 
compliment or provide new focus areas 
for SPRINT?

• What is the in-kind commitment?

info@sprint.ac.uk 22

SPRINT will take into account demonstration of the following when assessing applications:



Application Process
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Application Form – General Guidance
• Annexes are not expected to be required

• The full entry should include the completed APPLICATION FORM in 
PDF format signed by University Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research – or 
an equivalent officer 

• All applications will be treated in confidence

info@sprint.ac.uk 24



Estimated value of in-kind contribution

• Associate Members are requested to make an in-kind contribution to 
support the programme

info@sprint.ac.uk 25

Job Title Grade FTE Year 1 Jul-Sept
2021 Forecast

Year 1 Oct-Dec
2021 Forecast

Year 1 Jan-Mar
2022 Forecast

Year 1 Apr-Jun
2022 Forecast

Year 1 Act/Forecast
2021/22 £

0
0
0
0
0

0 0 0 0 0Total


Sheet1

		Job Title		Grade		FTE		Year 1 Jul-Sept
2021 Forecast		Year 1 Oct-Dec
2021 Forecast		Year 1 Jan-Mar
2022 Forecast		Year 1 Apr-Jun
2022 Forecast		Year 1 Act/Forecast
2021/22 £

																0

																0

																0

																0

																0

		Total						0		0		0		0		0







Successful Applicants
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Successful applicants

• Sign the Membership Collaboration Agreement
• Support the communications strategy of the Programme, to the 

benefit of all Parties
• Provide information for monitoring KPIs

info@sprint.ac.uk 27



Questions

SPRINT look forward to receiving your
Full Application (noon on Friday 25th June 2021)

info@sprint.ac.uk 28

SPRINT will make this webinar recording publicly available on the SPRINT website along with the slide set

All questions and clarifications should be directed to 
info@sprint.ac.uk
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